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Chairman’s Cable - ‘Here is Virtue’ - Finding Our Alpine Spiril,

Feeling rather overwhelmed by this
winter's Arclic temperatures
{recenthy minuz 15 degrees F in
Hamilton, MA) and the incessant inundation by yet more
promised crysialline precipitstion, has neary left me
cryogenically preserved, my 3-ft deep footprints all the
evidence that's left to mark my polar “expeditions” cut fo
the garage in this seemingly periglacial margin, when
even the stalwart might of a 10-hp Ariens snowblower
seems wholly inadeguate fo fight on bravely against the
frozen white onslaught. Here | picture not mere snow but
blizzard after blizzard of wind-driven dnfts, the Forces of
Snowmageddon, like the endless swarming Ore amies
of Saruman assaulting Helms Deep en masse—a vast,
life-threatening, warring sea extending to the horizon
and beyond, as porirayed in the epic cinematography of
the Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers. All of which
leaves me praying for an inferstadial, a pause in the
advance of The Monater Snow Bank that (no
exaggeration) is now a towering ice sheet swallowing the
M.E. countryside, amd irrefutabde evidence of new
subcontinental-scale  glaciasfions, enweloping my

driveway, house, and more menacingly, my TC.

But, while our MGs hibernate in their storage dens,
garaged in their winter homes which, of late, have more
closely resembled some glacial indentation above the
86 23 N. Parallel marking the Arctic Circle than
anything else, The Classic Motoring Society of New
Zealand is planning for its next "Alpine Classic™-—a
three-day fouring event "“where hopefully we'll find some
snow." Yes, fhey actively seek ouf the white shuff, I've
conciuded we're wimps.

ey

Their event flyer for the
August 18-21, 2011
expediion-—recall that in
the Southern Hemisphere
their Winter is more or less

st woromhG

Barinky af Mew Taaland Ire,

Inspired by our Forebears and Hardy Antipodeans ‘Cut
from a Different Bolt of Barbour Cloth’

our Summer-—describes their smow madness further:

"As in past years, the Alpine Classic will be run over a
combination of sealed and well formed gravel roads, with
drivers given the opfion fo avoid unsealed sections and
take altternative sealed routes if they wish. Because of
the distances involved in this Alpine event the majority of
the mads will be sealed major rcads with smaller
segmenis of unsealed roads to keep the “gravel rash'
brigade happy."

b’“h--mr \ A g . They report that

L 5
-t

"""'Cﬁwm ﬁ"’ 1 the success of the
Alpine Classic
Tour owver recent
years cam be
largely attributed
to  the “Alpine
Spirt” browght
anto the Ew_lnt I:ry thE rapldrg.r growing number of “Alpine”
enthusiasis who fake part. Perhaps it comes from living
their whole [fe "upside down" in the Southemn
Hemisphere where the blood must surely nush
improvidently to their heads, or perhaps the reported
faltering strength of the Earth's magnetic field, signaling
an imminent "flip® or reversal of the polarity of the
magneiosphere can esplain it, but then agaim we've
always known tfhat our MG brethren Downunder in
Australia and Mew Zealand were cut from a different bolt
of Barbour cloth, amd perhaps we can say, not
unaffectionately, we have secrelly thought they have
always been a litlle crazy.

So, holed up in my home library with my MG books and
records, I've been re-reading throwgh my inherted
treasure trove of MG materals. | don't believe ['ve
related the full story, at least not in writing before, of the
37 plus boxes of early T-Series "spares." including a
complete chassis (TC 5037). emgine block, heads,
gearbox, doors. multiple wings and body panels, and
more, that were acguired with the purchase of my TC.
Here is how "The Professor” (and prior caretaker of TC
BY7T for 43-years) first told it to me.

Dear Foend,

Here is an account of the exiraordinary cache

of parts you have acguired. (A copy of this informal
dorument will be included in che Parrs Booke I have
maintained since the summer of 15963, )



I came o the
AMidwest io
artend graduare
school at Purdoe
Lniversity in the
Fall of 1954,
Before longr T
was able io
neg Purdoe mm__r}mm’

enthusiasm  for
sparts cars. A small sroup of us, the others advanced
undereraduates, tended fo hang oot together. From
time o tme I ar several of us wowld drve the hour
and one-half to Indianapolis to Capdtol Motars fust a
few hiocks north of the State House. We ogled
everything from Renault 4CVs to Armaolt Bristols amd
ACs, Among the young sales crew was an aousually
nire and easy to know fellow, the now deceased "Bill"

I married in the Spring of 1257 and we moved
to Mancie, Indiana in the summar of 1958 where we
took positions at what was then Ball State Teachers
College, "The Friendly Teachers College in North-East
Cantral Indiana” and I wondered, "What else iv there?"
In short, T did not get back to Capitol Motors for quite
some time, I had hardly thought about Bill Andrews
who never seemed to be about,

In IP65 a surprise; there was Bill Andrews
again. He told me that he had been in a mental
hospital for seven pears. He learned of TC 6977

(acrually my second TO) that I had purchased,

Australians still race

TC's.” I purchased
the parts forthwith!

Because he raced the machine he purchased any
wrecked TC be could find in order to have an ample
supply of spare parts. In fact, he had acquired three
wrecked TCs and one MG TA. He said ar the time,
"Only crmzy Australians Il raee =" I purchased
the parts forthwith!

Those parts are shown in the Parts book as

pages ‘3" through “o." When I brought them up to
Munvcie I greased or oiled and bagmed parts as seemed
appropriate. I also sprayed the spare TC chassisframe
and ity attached componenis with black Rustolewm
pEimar,

with a few other paris that I owned af the time of his
purchase of TC 6977 (Iate Fehruary, Z003).

Whitney H. Gordon, Ph.I3,

An e af suschase, ey dy | 900, | epmeds bk RUstelelr cn ame an:
greed and viled other pars a5 seemed sppropriate. Kaose: shocis as
wel 74 peddls and bpdra I Dimes zre smched, e, the case £ 15 fanging
an the wall of o grage.)

The following scan shows an exemplar entry page in this
"Parts Log®™. There are 15 such pages from thal hawl
in 1965.
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. Here is another gem from my eary pre-purchase
q_‘:. correspondence with the Professor when | innocently

| B -u-.;l}__;., iR e o e o e inguired, ameong this wvast amay of pars and fools he
L{Xﬁfﬁ'_: g | AT Lm..ﬁm s intended to hand down to me, whether the sale included
|I A "I‘-.ﬂ;,:;;i: T ST ; o . a rawhideflead/or copper wheel hammer:
M dm-‘-"r‘-ru *ards I.-'d-'n":dl‘j - Eh E‘E"ﬁ';"_ M --—Original Message-—-
ﬂnm} I,'_d_q_ﬂi—vlif. !— -'"ﬂ:':"?ﬁ-ﬁ "IEn-.-‘i‘- O Frnm: Whl’ﬁ]ey Gﬂl‘dﬂn

.Il.-ir_ E{F-\-'ﬁu-# =7 | I.-";.' = g r:’!\'-iL;’

BF Bhued — a7 RN To: Dyer, Charles ).

J g i —Az ' T

£A 2 ciad, ity Sent: Sun Feb 27, 2005

'IE".": A #E? et .-h-h...-,.:]

Foply — 43 WTT 5037 Subject: Oh, the...

Z En-'r |r-l!' ..-*:-J{yn.-'.nn_ f—Ed -u.l-jik

i .
= ..j bd-jrx;ﬁ = E Oh, the godless unwashed heathens! You will net,

L B X R repeat, not receive a:

2 bk Fo * rawhide/lead /copper kneckoff hammer

n E el 2l et
o ﬁ_h__? i What comes with the automabile is 3 proper Brassy.
Doy Rk vl 2 4B —Whit

1 e F s gt 2
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Here is Virtue

To which | could not resist responding im kind:



--—Original Message-—-
From: Dyer, Charles J.

Ta: Wh itney Gordon

The unwashed heathens are but innocent childran and
are repentant. Forgive them their ignorance. These
children have never held in their hand a Brassy, the
One True Instrument Fﬂrﬂeﬂ:ing and :Creeirpg eared
knockoffs. For these children have never owned
proper sports car wheels (wires) before. Forgive them
and teach them.

As for the Lost Commandments,” of which you wrote,
the Children have been so taught before—whether
they have ever transgressed these commands and
sinned, The Children say unto you naught for they are
shamed.

But, as TCH977 is a right hand steering and left hand
dgear change chariot. The Children will have an
opportunity anew to teach their Sinister and Dexter
limks the True Way without any need to unlearm them
from any bad habits and sinful ways they might
otherwise have learned.

You will have to teach these Children not only the
shift pattern (where is reverse and how it is engaged)
but also the finer points of the XPAG's sweet spots. .
Forgive the Children their innocence—it shall. alas.

not last.
--Charles

* x1. Thou shatt not depress thy dutch pedal except when
shifting the geors; and thou shalt not sit of infersections
with the clutch pedal pressed down or ever otfempt to
start the motor with the clutch =o disengoged, that the
Iife of the throwout bearing may lost its five score years
upon the Earth.

Xil. Thou shalt not rest thy hand upon the gearshift lever at
any time.

Xill. Ronowr thy archaic steening gear by turning the wheel
only when roffing, however slowily.

XN Newer, mever shut down an intermal combustion engine
wihile it is still codd.

My last real ride of the season in the MG TC (fop down
of course!) was on December 18th (about a 35 degree F
sunny day) before all this snow and roadway salting
we've endured recently. I'm growing impatient with the
non-cooperative weather impeding my winter motoring
recreation. Perhaps planning for a January 2012 MG T-
Party Alpine Ralleye—okay, maybe with rules allowing
parficipation in a special. purpose-bought $1500-beater,
rust bucket of & rubber bumper MGB, or betfer yet a
winterized and roofed MGBGT—is just what's needed to
persevere through this Winter's cumment onslaught. Any
takers? Where's your meftle? Are you, foo, cut from a
heavier, hardier, jpsiifutiongl-grade of Barbour cloth?

Elsewhere, fellow Alpine enthusiasis will participate in
the 14th ediion of the RALLYE MOMNTE-CARLD
HISTORIGQUE to be held January 26th to I:F_-I:lruﬂrguI )
2011 and will celebrate
the centenary of its elder

brother, the Rallye Monte- Im‘ fE mlHIE [I'lu:ﬂ-
Carle (1811 - 2011). K all
started in 1811 with an
idea by Prince Albert | of
Monasco—io attract more
winter fourisis fo  his
Principality he organized a
Ralleye in which
parficipants  would drive
from the cold Eurocpean
towns to  the warm
Mediterranean resort. The
idea caught on and now
they celebrate 100 years of rallying through snow and
ice.

So this winter, let's find our own “Alpine Spirit.” Does no
one else besides me have fond recollections of
surreptitious Saturday moming sessions of “practicing”
donuts  [err, | mean, “car control techniques”] in the



snow in his or her empty High School parking lot,
grinning ear-to-ear in that innocent-fun, rear-wheel drive,
manual boxed, hit the gas, cut the wheel and dump the
cluich school-boy fashion? [Hey, it really was to leam
proper car control amd winter dnving safety, like
courterintuitively, how to steer info a skid fo regain
directional contrel ] Well, TC 8877 and | are willing to do
our part, even if if's just rolling up, down and back the
length of our driveway, revwing the chronomeiric tach
through 4,000 rpm, whilst dreaming of a perfectly
executed four-wheel power drift scrambling across
snowy inclines, kicking it up with the guys and gals of the
‘gravel rash” brigade.

For those remaining cold winter afternoons, by way of
MG reading, as it is my practice now in these pages fo
point out interesting and helpful resouwrces, | can heartily
recommend the new Totally T-Type £ a fieg on-line bi-
menthly technical publication compiled for MG T-Type
owners by John James, the creator and original editor of
the MG Car Club T Register publication of the same

name. Find it here at: hitp:/itiypes org/tta/

Finally, while | may have a perhaps understandable TC-
bias, | do have immense appreciation for the functional,
if not entirely aesthetic, improvements MG made in
developing the TD. To correct any further yet-unspoken

percepfions of editorial prejudice, | wish to recommend a
website that | came across dedicated exclusively to the
original MG TD. The host of the website, Christopher
Couper, explains, “while there is a vast amount of
information abowt on the T Seres in general, | have
found that the MGTD has been mosty overlooked or
under-valued in its place in MG history, and especially,
as a sports car in general.”  You will find this sile a
valuable tool in your enjoyment of the MGTD moforcar.
While fthis site is exclusively designed for MGTD
enthusiasts, there is information here that is applicable
to all the T Series MG's—with matenals on History,
Deetails, Myths and FAGS, Literature, Enterfainment, and
useful [irks. Check it out at:
hittp-fwawwergears. org. uk/mgd!

And if your automotive interests ramge more widely,
beyond Abingdon's hallowed kingdom, do wvisit the
following automotive blogs, which provide endless and
interesting automotive eye-candy offered for sale. But
here | must warn thee, these Siren sites are temptresses
not for the faint of automotive heart who fear the easy
loosening of their purse strings and wallets at the mere
sight of an orphaned wehicle. First up, there is the
routinely delectable  hitp/werw brinzatrailer.com.
Presenting Barn finds, rally cars, and needles in the
haystack... Bringatrailer.com was “put together because
finding great vintage cars online has become too much
of a hassle. There is no need to keep sifting through
hundreds of hopeless projects or overpriced dealer
imventories to find that one car you've been looking for
[but didn't know it]. We pick the winners and save you
the trouble... the best bargains, the best dream cars,
and the best rarities.”

This site especially favors “regularly driven real-world
classics, and cars with well chosen pericd-correct
maodifications. We'll wsually skip the blue chip
restorations and trailer queens unless they offer
something amazing in aesthetic or rarity. Deep pockets
can buy a big-dollar restoration but they can't buy pood
taste or driving passion.”

Then, you can check ocut the egually fun and highly
opinionated editorial presentation of car finds at

hito /e justacareeskcom.  Self-described as a
“little cyber car show... Just A Car Geek focuses on
unmusual, rare and interesting cars. Lots of opinion, links
to cool and interesting sites, useless & wseful trivia, cars
for =sale, news, a few stories and more_.*

Oh, man, am | in a heap of trouble, now. —Charles
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